
Nantucket School Committee Meeting 
August 4, 2009 

 
Present:  Dr. Timothy Lepore, Mrs. Robin Harvey, Mrs. Jenny Garneau, Mrs. Helene 
Blair, and Dr. Robert Pellicone.  Absent:  Mrs. Melissa Bonvini-Murphy 
 
 Dr. Lepore called the meeting to order at 5:05 PM in the high school library. 
 
The agenda was amended to include a vote on the roundabout under Committee 
discussion and votes to be taken.  Mrs. Garneau moved to approve the agenda as 
amended.  Mrs. Blair seconded.  So voted. 
 
Presentations and discussions:   
 
Town Venue for Community School Usage:  Pauline Proch and Rachel Hobart reported 
on the collaboration between the Community School and ReMain Nantucket to expand 
adult education for island residents and to help strengthen downtown through education.  
ReMain Nantucket will provide space and equipment at no cost for classes that will be 
offered during the day..   
 
Wednesday Activities for NES Students:  Mrs. Proch reported that community agencies 
have been incredible with offering to provide after-school activities for NES students on 
Wednesday early-dismissals.  The agencies include Maria Mitchell, Strong Wings, 
Artists’ Association and the Boys and Girls Club.  Most fees for the programs will be $5 
per day.  Buses will provide transportation to the activities and students will be returned 
to NES at the end of the activity.  Registration forms will be sent to NES parents. 
 
School Improvement Plan:   Mrs. Toole highlighted the 2008 School Improvement Plan 
as well as the action plans to improve student achievement and areas of focus:  school 
performance, technology, and class size. 
 
Bullying Program:  CPS:   The program will be implemented this fall.    The year will 
begin with an anti-bullying campaign to make the school a place where bullying is not 
acceptable.   There are pledges for students, parents and faculty.  Mr. Aguiar reported that 
bullying at NES will be addressed in a policy as there has to be a zero tolerance.  Every 
parent and student has the right to get the best possible education they can receive.  There 
are some who deny others that right and it will not be tolerated.  Mr. Aguiar noted that 
parents have a responsibility as well.  The policy will be fair and equitable for everyone. 
 
Change Name of Football Field:  Mr. Maury reported that a committee was formed to put 
together ideas to honor Vito Capizzo on his recent retirement after 45 years as football 
coach and to recognize his role in the schools and community.   The stadium portion of 
the football field will renamed the Vito Capizzo Stadium at Burnham Dell, Jr. Field.  The 
Recognition Day is being planned for September 6 at 2:00 pm.  There will be guest 
speakers and a cook-out.    Mrs. Garneau moved to approve the renaming of the stadium 
portion of the football field as the Vito Capizzo Stadium at the Burnham Dell, Jr. Field 



and to allow the use of the fields for a community gathering on September 6.  Mrs. Blair 
seconded.  So voted. 
 
Mrs. Blair moved to approve the invoices and transfers.  Mrs. Garneau seconded.  So 
voted. 
 
Review of FY 11 Capital Requests:  Capital requests include replacing fuel tanks at the 
elementary  and middle schools, new sections of roofing at NES, design development for 
expansion/separation at NES, replacing mechanical systems art NHS,  installing air 
conditioning in the auditorium and replacing furniture and rebuilding football field with 
synthetic playing surfaces.  In response to a question on hiring local people for these 
projects, Mr. McFarland said that once a project is more than $100,000, certified people 
have to be hired.  It was also very difficult to state on a bid document that local people 
have to be hired.  Mrs. Garneau moved to approve the FY 11 Capital Requests.  Mrs. 
Harvey seconded.  So voted. 
 
Mrs. Garneau moved to postpone the appointment to the Ad Hoc Fiscal Committee to the 
next meeting.  Mrs. Harvey seconded.  So voted. 
 
Roundabout:  A request was made to ask the Committee for their vote to give up a piece 
of school property in order for the construction of a roundabout at the school intersection.  
The project can’t move ahead without the land.  Mike Burns of the Planning Department 
stated that a roundabout was a safer configuration as it had the capacity to handle traffic 
and slow it down.  He also stated the project had favorable recommendations from the 
police and departments, the Traffic Safety Committee and the DPW.  Dr. Lepore stated 
that he was opposed to having a major intersection without stop signs as it was a set-up 
for disaster. Mrs. Garneau moved to designate a portion of school property not necessary 
for educational purposes.  The vote was 2-2.  The motion failed. 
 
Superintendent’s Report: 
 
Goals 2009-2010:  Four goals were proposed:  school performance, budget preparation, 
review of Student Services study, and communication.  The Committee will vote on the 
goals at the next meeting,   
 
Administrative Assistant Principal:  NES:  Dr. Pellicone introduced Nina Slade, assistant 
interim principal, K-2, Krista Connelly, assistant interim principal, 3-5, and Mike Horton, 
data coordinator.  They receive a one-year contract and started their positions on August 
1.  On August 11 two meetings will be held, one at 9:00 AM and another at 6:00 PM for 
parents to meet the new administrators 
 
Mrs. Blair moved to approve the minutes of June 30 and July 7, 2009.  Mrs. Garneau 
seconded.  So voted. 
 



Next meeting date:   Budget workshop:  August 6 at 4:00 PM.; September 1, 2009.  
Topics will include 2009-10 goals, Roundabout, the Walker Report, and Ad Hoc Fiscal 
Committee appointment. 
 
Mrs. Blair moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:56 PM.  Mrs. Garneau seconded.  So voted. 
 
 
 
 


